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Board of Visitors member Steve Roberts has done stone work 
at the Augusta National Golf Course for years. His superior 
craftsmanship is partly the reason the home of the Masters Golf 
Tournament is so picturesque.

This spring, Mr. Roberts and company brought their expert 
craftsmanship to the Thornwell campus in Clinton. The crew built a 
fire pit in the lawn between the church and Georgia Beatie Cottage 
for all cottages to use. The design of the fire pit matches that of the 
cottages and buildings on campus.

Mr. Roberts and crew also repaired one of the two walls at the front 
entrance to campus. Please don’t ask us what change they made 
to the front entrance. Only an expert eye like Mr. Roberts’ could see 
what needed to be repaired!

Stonework on Campus
gets a Masters Touch
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Julie’s a pretty little seven-year-old with a big 
smile and beautiful, big brown eyes. But you 
wouldn’t have noticed that smile or those brown 

eyes a year ago. Julie usually kept a scary grimace 
on her face to keep others away. Her eyes revealed 
the fear from the anxiety she felt. 

You see, Julie has ADHD and a speech and language impairment. 
When she was four years old, she began having a difficult time 
expressing herself. As a result, she failed to get the attention, 
nurturing, and love she needed, especially from her mother. This left 
Julie frustrated, misunderstood, and angry. Because of destructive 
behavior, Julie was removed from kindergarten and placed in a 
special behavioral program at another school when she was five 
years old. 

Her home life was just as bad. Julie threw tantrums at home and 
in public when she didn’t get the attention or help she needed. 
Bystanders often asked Julie’s mother what was wrong with her 
when she threw one of her crying fits in public.
No matter what they were doing or where they were, Julie and her 
mother ended up arguing and yelling at each other. They simply did 
not know how to help each other. Julie’s mother had reached her 
breaking point.

Mother and Daughter Find Help
And that’s when Julie and her mother began to participate in 
the Building Families program. The family specialist first noticed 
that Julie’s home life didn’t include the structure, routines, and 
expectations Julie needed to feel safe and secure. She also lacked 
social skills needed to interact with peers and adults. 

The family specialist visited Julie and her mother in their home 
multiple times a week for three months. The specialist helped Julie’s 
mother and family develop structure and routines, making Julie’s life 
more predictable and stable. The specialist, Julie, and her mother 
identified house rules and expectations they needed to set. They 
placed them all on a visual schedule so that Julie could easily keep 
track of them. And they explained appropriate and inappropriate 
behaviors to Julie. 

The 
Look on 
Julie’s 
Face
Building Families 
Program Returns 
Smile to a Little Girl

CONTINED ON PAGE 4

Building Families is an 
evidenced-based, in-home 
service that offers practical, 
hands-on tools to improve your 
child’s behavior and reduce 
your stress as a parent. Our 
team of specialists meets with 
you in your home, around your 
family schedule, to provide 
highly personalized services 
that are tailored to your unique 
family needs.

B U I L D I N G  F A M I L I E S  P R O G R A M
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JULIE continued from page 3

Julie resisted the rules at first. She 
argued, yelled, stormed from the room, 
or even hid when the family specialist or 
her mother mentioned chores or asking 
for permission.

But two weeks later, Julie began asking 
for her visual schedule. She wanted 
to see what she had to do before she 
had free time to play. In no time, Julie 
began asking for permission to play after 
completing her chores and homework. 
She eventually memorized her daily 
schedule and routine and no longer 
needed the visual reminder. 

Julie’s Smile Returns
Today, Julie is a totally different girl 
at school and at home. She’s been 
mainstreamed for parts of the day at 
school. Before, Julie would play alone 
and not initiate or join activities with 
other kids. Now, she seeks them out and 
uses her new-found social skills to get 
along with her peers. 

At home, Julie expresses herself by using 
her words instead of her hands and feet. 
She asks for things nicely when she 
needs attention, instead of causing a 
commotion. And she talks to her mother 
about what makes her anxious or afraid. 
Thanks to the work that Julie and 
her mother put into Building Families 
program, Julie’s smile and her brown 
eyes are a big as ever. 

Want to learn more about the Building 
Families program? Please visit http://
www.thornwell.org/programs/building-
families-program/

Thank you.
Although individuals provide the majority of Thornwell’s support,

we also depend on the prayers and offerings from church congregations,
church groups, Sunday School classes, civic organizations as well as businesses.

Please contact us today to get involved.

thornwell.org
1.888.310.9387

You transform the 
lives of children 

and families.

Safe, Loving Homes
Hope for a Brighter FutureWholeness & Healing

You make the difference that provides children and families in need with a 
variety of Christ-centered services. Your support 
makes this life-saving ministry possible, whether a 
child needs a loving home at Thornwell or a family 
in crisis needs our community-based services.  
You help us keep the promises we  make in 
Baptism. And by God’s grace, you transform      
the lives of children and families.

Thornwell has been helping children and families since 1875 and continues its long history throughout South Carolina, Georgia and Florida.  We provide safe and loving homes for children in need, offer hope for a brighter future through education and community-based programs and encourage wholeness and healing with counseling and support. To read about other services Thornwell offers, simply visit us online at thornwell.org or call 1-888-310-9387.

2016 IMPACT AT-A-GLANCEBuilding Families Community Outreach
1,215 Children & Families Served across
Florida, Georgia and South CarolinaResidential Group Homes137 Children Served

Professional Counseling & Therapy
122 Children Served
Strengthening Families Skill Building Program
49 At-risk Family Members ServedIndependent Living Program5 Teens & Young Adults ServedAfterschool & Summer Learning Center

163 Children Served
Kindergarten Readiness Program210 At-risk Children Served

Would you give to our ministry today?

Help us spread 
the word about Thornwell
Are you looking for promotional 
materials to promote your offering in the 
spring and summer months? 

Look no further: Our new spring 
bulletin inserts, posters, and offering 
envelopes are here!

You can order them on the Church Bulletin 
Materials page:

http://www.thornwell.org/resources/church-
bulletin-materials/

Promotional material for the traditional Thanksgiving 
offering will be available in September.
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Michael Bacaro opened a coffee 
bar and bake shop in downtown 
Simpsonville, SC for the same reason 
he chooses to be a foster parent: 
He saw a need for it.

Bacaro and his wife, Roxanne, worked as house 
parents at a residential care facility for children 
after graduating from college. Several years 
later, after leaving the position, he worked as a 
family specialist in Thornwell’s Building Families 
program.

Bacaro had just opened the coffee shop and 
was stretched thin. He knew he needed to 
choose one or the other and decided to pursue 
his business. At the same time, he decided to 
become a foster parent. 

“Once you see that need as a house parent or a 
family teacher on a daily basis, it’s hard to un-see 
that or un-know it,” Bacaro said. 

Bacaro has a four-year-old son and is currently 
fostering one child. His family has fostered four 

children in the last two years.  Bacaro enjoys the 
freedom that being a foster parent gives him and 
his family. 

“Being a foster family goes along 
with our normal lives,” he said. “We 
can run a business and still help.”

Bacaro, in fact, named his coffee shop Exchange 
Co. as a nod to the mission of serving those who 
have given their lives in exchange for those in 
need. Bacaro supports children in foster care, 
ones involved in human trafficking, and the 
homeless. 

“Fostering gives our family a mission,” he said. 
“There are ministries that you can do once a 
week or every so often. To us, fostering is an 
everyday ministry.”

Bacaro hosts pop-in events for Thornwell’s Foster 
Care program at The Exchange Co. The events 
help spread the word about how Thornwell can 
help meet the need for foster families in Upstate 
South Carolina.

To learn more about Thornwell’s Foster Care program, please visit 
http://www.thornwell.org/programs/family-foster-care/

F O S T E R  C A R E  P R O G R A M

Coffee shop 
owner’s cup 
runneth over
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Forty-one members strong, our BOVs make new friends 
for Thornwell and improve the relationships with current 
friends by:

•  Advocating for Thornwell
•  Sharing their personal connections to Thornwell
•  Finding and making new relationships for Thornwell

Advocate
Thornwell’s BOVs are the go-to Thornwell people in their 
church or civic group or among their friends and family. 
Whatever their sphere of influence, BOVs look for ways 
to further Thornwell’s ministry in their communities. They 
champion Thornwell’s efforts and make sure to keep 
Thornwell on everyone’s radar. 

Share
Thornwell’s BOVs tell others about our ministry and 
share their own personal connections. Board of Visitors 
members are always on the lookout for opportunities to 
talk about Thornwell and the difference it makes in the 

BOV
Board of Visitors (BOV) members pose for a group photo with the family teachers and youth of Sara Jo Cottage. 
The BOV toured the newly-renovated cottage during their recent visit to the Thornwell campus in Clinton.

Did you know there’s 
someone near you 
advocating for Thornwell? 

That’s right—Board of Visitors (BOV)
members serve as ambassadors 
for our ministry throughout Florida, 
Georgia, and South Carolina.
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lives of the children in our residential program in Clinton, 
SC, as well as the lives of the families we serve across 
Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. 

Network
Thornwell’s BOVs find new relationships and make 
connections for Thornwell. Board of Visitors members ask 
business contacts about making charitable donations to 
help children and families in need. They ask neighbors 
looking for volunteer ventures how they can support 
Thornwell’s ministry. By these ways and others, BOVs 
expand Thornwell’s reach by including those in their own 
network.

Connect With or Become a BOV
Current Board of Visitors members are listed at right. If 
you want to connect with one, please call Sarah Gray at 
864-938-2739 or email her at sarah.gray@thornwell.org.

Board of Visitors Members

FLORIDA
Dave and Margaret Groves, Tallahassee
Kim Gunthner, Seminole
Billy and Lorrie Watkins, Saint John’s

GEORGIA
Wayne Burton, St. Marys
Mary Evans, Stone Mountain
Lavert and Erma Jones, Roswell
Linda Kelly, Hull
George and Ladson Kesler, Hoschton
Steve and Beverly Roberts, Lawrenceville
Curt Thompson, Atlanta

SOUTH CAROLINA
Marty and Bebe Ademy, Clinton 
Sylvia Backman, Lexington 
Trey and Kelley Brown, Wagener
Bruce and Marcy Carl, Georgetown
Jerry and April Chambers, Johns Island
June DuBard, W. Columbia
Sherry Anne Gettys, Greer
Kathy Giles, Irmo
Tom and Melissa Hattaway, Chapin
David and Angie Howell, Greenville
Mary Alice Mundy, Easley
Bill and Caroline Nettles, Beaufort
Jan Temple, Johns Island
Marc and Nancy Tye, Moncks Corner
Fritz and Luan Vinson, Pawleys Island
Wilma Young, Sumter

NORTH CAROLINA
Gene Smith, Highlands

Become a BOV member
Our BOV members are passionate 
individuals ready and willing to share 
the Thornwell story. If that sounds like 
you, and you’re interested in becoming a 
Board of Visitors member, please contact 
Sarah Gray.

The Board of Visitors 
(BOV) enjoy dinner 
with the Thornwell 
family–children and 
staff–during their 
visit to campus on 
April 27-28.
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R E S I D E N T I A L  P R O G R A M

If Desiree seems like she’s wise 
beyond her years, it’s because she’s 
gone through more than any 15-year-
old should have to go through. 

Desiree was homeless when she was eight years old. She 
was living with her mother, and they had no place to live. 

“The only shelter we had was a car,” Desiree said. 

Desiree lived in the car with her mother for a year until her 
father came to get her. But her life didn’t get any better with 
her father. The house they lived in had no power or running 
water. Even worse, Desiree’s father’s live-in girlfriend 
physically abused Desiree almost every day. The abuse 
went on for at least a year. 

Eventually, the relationship between Desiree’s father and 
his girlfriend ended, and she left the house. After that, 
Desiree and her father went to live with one of his friends. 
One day, her dad and his friend had a disagreement. It was 
so bad that someone called the cops and DSS. Desiree’s 
father went to jail, and Desiree was placed in DSS custody. 
She was 12 years old. 

Desiree finds a home
Desiree’s homeless days were behind her. Even the days 
of enduring physical abuse and living in a house with no 
power or water were behind her. 

Desiree was placed at a group home when she was taken 
away from her father. When she was removed from that 
home, she was placed at Thornwell. And she was scared. 

“When I first came here, I was terrified,” Desiree said. “I 
thought, ‘Well, this is just another place. It’s not going to 
help me.’”

Desiree has lived at Sara Jo Cottage most of the year 
and a half she’s been at Thornwell. She has learned how 

A Place 
to Call 
Home
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important it is to have rules in place. 

“They have to have these rules because, if not, 
we’re going to have kids running away and doing 
a whole bunch of stuff.”

Desiree credits her family teachers and the family 
teaching model with helping her and her cottage 
mates at Sara Jo grow up into adults. She says 
the model helps prepare them for life after 
Thornwell, although she recognizes she’s still just 
a kid. 

“I do get caught up in my little childish moments,” 
Desiree said. “What I do is get caught off-track in 
being what I’m supposed to be.”

Sara Jo Cottage has a role model system in 
place. The girls have a role model for them to 
look up to, and they serve as role models to 
younger girls in the cottage. Desiree says her 
role model helps keep her on track. She also 
says that being a role model is challenging, but 
rewarding.

The best thing about living in the cottage, 
Desiree says, is that it’s home.

“The girls I live with, they’re teenagers. We’re all 
teenagers,” Desiree said. “We argue and fuss, 
but at the end of the day, we’re just a family. 

“Thornwell is like a normal place. 
People call it an orphanage, 
I call it home.”

Help in Times of Trouble
Desiree said that she was “far, far away from 
God” when she first came to Thornwell. She said 
she’s much closer now and reads her Bible more 
than she ever has. When she does something 

she thinks is bad, she thinks, “What would Jesus 
do? WWJD.”

“I just go back on that, and when I’m having 
a hard time, I sit down and think, ‘There’s a 
purpose that God put me on this earth, and I 
have to fulfill it.’”

Desiree said she wants to help with the homeless 
when she gets older. 

“I want to help people in need because I used to 
be that person in need,” she said. 

Her family teachers have been excellent 
examples for her to follow. Desiree’s a strong 
young girl who’s had to rely on people who truly 
care about her and her wellbeing. Her family 
teachers have been just that since she’s been at 
Thornwell. And she needed their support a few 
months ago. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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DESIREE continued from page 9

Then, Desiree was suspended from school 
a day before she was scheduled to appear 
in court to see if she could go home or 
not. She was suspended because she 
unknowingly drank alcohol that a student 
had given her. The student told Desiree the 
alcohol was Kool-Aid. Desiree spit it out 
when she noticed it wasn’t. All the same, 
Desiree was suspended for 10 days.

Desiree was understandably bothered by 
the suspension. Before she had any time 
to process the situation, she appeared in 
court the very next day to see if she could 
go home to her father. That day, the judge 
decided to terminate Desiree’s father’s 
parental rights. She didn’t have a home to 
go to. 

“When I heard that, I broke down,” Desiree 
said. “I was a mess. I didn’t know what 
to do.”

Desiree said her family teachers helped her 
cope with the court’s decision and with her 
school suspension then, and they continue 
to help her cope even today. She said 
they’ve been there for her since she’s been 
at Thornwell. 

“Here, they treat us as we’re 
their own,” Desiree said. “At 
Thornwell they do it because 
they love and care about us.” 

Note:  We typically change the children’s names 
and photos in our stories to protect each child’s 
privacy. This story uses the real name and 
photo of the child, per Desiree’s request. She 
is proud of how far she’s come and is willing to 
share her story.

 
The Thornwell you know today is a bit different 
from the Thornwell you knew even five years ago. 
We’ve added more programs over the years to 
serve children and families in more places than 
ever before.

Our mission, however, is the same. We are still 
dedicated to serving children and families. 

Because we have added programs, our supporters 
often ask us questions related to our ministry. 
We’ve added this column to your Thornwell Life to 
answer those questions, like this one:

Is Thornwell still a Christian organization?

Yes. Thornwell was founded by a Presbyterian 
minister and maintains strong ties with the 
Presbyterian churches 142 years later. Our 
friends and supporters aren’t only Presbyterian, 
however. Those who support Thornwell cross 
denominations. Their commonality is that they 
wish to help children and families in need. In 
addition, Thornwell prides itself on making sure 
children know that God loves them and they can 
turn to Him for guidance throughout their lives.. 

Is there a question about Thornwell you’d like to 
ask? Please use the form on Thornwell.org/faqs. 
Your question may appear in the next issue of 
Thornwell Life! 

FAQs 
Corner
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the

tour

We look forward to
seeing you soon!

Introducing...

If you’re not quite sure about all of 
the programs that Thornwell offers, 
you’re not alone. We often hear 
people say they didn’t know about 
many of our programs that serve 
children and families.

Our “I Had No Idea!” Tour sheds light on 
our programs. Join us for a tour event when 
we’re near you in Florida, Georgia, or South 
Carolina.

We typically hold our tour events at a church, 
restaurant, or place of business near you. 
The event gives you an inside look at how 
Thornwell is helping children and families 
throughout Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina. And it lasts only an hour.

During the tour presentation, you hear first-
hand stories about the struggles children 
and families face in today’s world.  You’ll 

also smile at the difference Thornwell is 
making in many lives, thanks to people 
like you! You’ll learn about our vision for the 
future and how we are growing to meet the 
increased needs in your local community. 

It’s a jammed-packed hour that will leave 
you thrilled you took the time to attend. And 
most of all, it’ll give you a better idea about all 
that we offer children and families in need.

We offer mission tours at a variety of 
locations and can also speak at your church 
or civic organization when and where it is 
convenient for you.

Find a tour event near you. Visit the website 
to see a schedule of tour dates:  http://www.
thornwell.org/get-involved/take-a-tour/ 

If you’re interested in hosting a tour at your 
church, group meeting, or your home, please 
call Sarah Gray at 864-938-2739 or email her 
at sarah.gray@thornwell.org.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Thornwell Home for Children
302 South Broad St.
Clinton, SC 29325

864-938-2100

Your vision.
Their future.
Mrs. Jefferson, a retired school teacher, envisions 
a world where every child is free to laugh, learn, and 
play.  She yearns for a future where every child will 
return to a safe home with a loving family at the end of 
each school day. 

Throughout her career, Mrs. Jefferson taught her students 
that with planning and effort—they can make their dreams 
come true.  And last month, she finally took her own advice!

When Mrs. Jefferson contacted us to inquire about 
Planned Giving Opportunities at Thornwell, she took 
an important step toward realizing her own vision for 
a future where happy children can thrive in healthy 
homes with caring families. 

We can help bring your vision to life, too.  To learn 
more about Planned Giving Opportunities at 
Thornwell, please contact Jill Gibson, Associate 
Director of Philanthropy at (864) 358-9104 or 
via email at Jill.Gibson@thornwell.org.


